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Looking Towards
Easter

C. Forman, Assistant Head

Gospel Reflection 
What does the scripture mean 
for us this week? 
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I am delighted to welcome you 
to our final newsletter of the 
spring term. I hope that this Lent 
continues to be a special time 
of reflection and prayer for your 
families and that you have drawn 
strength from the Lord at this 
time.

As we set our sights towards 
the holidays, the clocks have 
moved forward, the days are 
getting lighter, and the hope 
of Easter is drawing closer! Yet, 
there is a tension as we await  
Easter Sunday, the day that Jesus 
triumphed on the cross and the 
power of death was defeated. 

So, how can we wait well? In 
Matthew 6, the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus encourages us to 
forgive others, pray, fast and 
give. It sounds like a tall order, 
but we are encouraged that, if we 
seek first the Kingdom of Heaven 
in this way, we will find that all 
of our everyday human concerns 
will be met (Matthew 6.33).

We have certainly been generous 
as a school community of late, 
having already raised over 
£12,000 to support the victims of 
the conflict in Ukraine. 

The Salesian community are 
active in Ukraine, Poland, 
Slovakia, Slovenia and Moldova 
and these funds are being sent 
to Warsaw where an emergency 
hub has been set up to distribute 
resources where they are most 
needed. Thank you to everyone 
who has contributed.

As we move towards Easter and 
the new spring season, I know 
that many of us are feeling the 
urgency to put the winter behind 
us and to become more active! 
There are a number of places 
in the New Testament where 
St Paul uses the metaphor 
of athletic training to help us 
understand how we can grow in 
the faith. Part of what it means 
to run the race is to train and 
stretch our muscles.

In the context of our Salesian 
community, that means getting 
involved and serving. It was great 
to see a large number of our 
students enthusiastically taking 
part in our RAG fundraising day 
to support the Salesian Ukraine 
relief effort. The students 
organised a huge variety of stalls, 
raffle prizes and baked delicious 
treats. There was a fantastic 
atmosphere all lunchtime as 
the students participated in 
various activities, raising just 
under £1,000 in 25 minutes! This 
was yet another example of the 
abundant generosity of Salesian 
parents and students. Again, we 
thank you.

Patience
This weeks Gospel reminds us 
of the importance of patience. 
A man is getting fed up of his 
fig tree not producing fruit 
so he goes to cut it down. 
The owner of the vineyard 
responds to this by saying, 

“give it one more year and give it 
time … dig around it and fertilise it.”

In our society we want instant 
gratification. Growing in goodness 
takes time and sometimes in order 
to grow we need a little time and a 
little nourishment.

This enthusiasm was evident 
last Friday, when most College 
students and staff travelling 
between sites gave up the use of 
their cars for the day, adjusting 
their daily routines to raise 
awareness of our environmental 
impact. With the walk between 
the two sites slightly longer than 
expected, this definitely helped 
us to stretch our muscles! 

As this half term draws to a close, 
we look forward to the Hope that 
is set before us at Easter. Our 
prayer for all Salesian families 
is that we will be able to use 
this time as a springboard to 
revitalise, in preparation for the 
summer term. We wish you all 
the best for the upcoming break.

God bless,
C. Forman
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Getting To Know Our 
Teachers

Miss H. Burdekin

Current position - Teacher of English 
and Media. Assistant Head of  Year 8.  

How I got into teaching - I knew I 
wanted to be a teacher throughout 
secondary school and I was always 
busy helping teachers by tidying 
classrooms and taking registers for 
choir. My dad used to pick me up late 
from school and I reached maximum 
teacher’s pet status in Year 8 by 
offering to do odd jobs for teachers 
round the classroom in exchange 
for good notes. I initially thought I 
wanted to be a history teacher, then 
a drama teacher but eventually found 
that I could combine these loves 
(alongside my love of philosophy) into 
an English Degree. I studied English 
Literature at Royal Holloway and then 
spent a year as a Teaching Assistant 
(working with many students who 
would go on to be Salesians!) in a local 
primary school before coming here.

Why I love teaching - It is an 
overused cliché but every day is 
different. I love having conversations 
with students throughout the day and 
they really do say the funniest things. 
I also love working pastorally with 
Year 8 and helping them navigate the 
treacherous road to teenagehood. 
English is a subject where students 
can express themselves and write 
honestly and personally, so I love 
finding about more about my students 
through their writing. English also 
allows me to be creative, analytical, 
dramatic and logical so I feel 
incredibly lucky to be teaching this 
diverse subject.

A Fact about myself - I was Musical 
Director of a 5-part acapella choir at 
university, where I arranged, taught 
and conducted for competitions and 
concerts. I still sometimes arrange 
music in my spare time for fun.

Jubilee Ball
A huge thank you to everyone that 
supported the Irish Night, The SPA 
raised an amazing £6369.56.  We were 
totally overwhelmed with the amount 
of support from local businesses and 
parents.  The O’Connor School of 
Irish Dancing and McGinty and most 
importantly the draught Guinness 
really worked their magic on the 
night! Special thanks to Mary Chisolm 
and Catherine Cassin for all their work.

As you can imagine lots of work goes 
into these events and we try to make 
them good value for money.  Our 
next event is the Jubilee Ball and 
we have now sold over 100 tickets,  
just the final few tables to go!  For 
£50 you get entrance drinks a three 
course meal with wine, an auction 
and entertainment.  Please support 
these events as they will make such a 
difference to the fundraising effects.  
We are raising money for the new 
sports hall, internal fit out and for 
equipment for the new sports pitches.

Also in April we are having a raffle, if 
any parents have any raffle prizes they 
would like to donate, please email 
spa@salesian.surrey.sch.uk .

Thanks again for all your continued 
support - Mrs D. Davis

Sportability Festival 
On the 17th March we took a group 
of 12 students to the Runnymede 
Sportability Festival. The students had 
a fantastic day with the opportunity 
to participate in 8 different inclusive 
sports ranging from judo, boccia 
and wheelchair basketball. One of 
our year 10 students said that her 
favourite part of the day was “playing 
wheelchair basketball as it shows 
you that you can do anything no 
matter what and it teaches you how 
to cope and do things, but also it was 
fun trying to get the ball in the hoop 
without standing up or falling out the 
wheelchair.” 

We are looking forward to going 
again next year. Staff that have had 
the chance to attend the trip all agree 
that it is one of the best days in their 
teaching career allowing all students 
to be equal despite their physical or 
educational ability and diagnosis. It a 
brilliant day to be a part of.
- Miss A. Poulter

Tickets £50 
Including 3 course meal & wine

Salesian Parent’s Association Jubil� Ba�

Friday 6� May 2022
Hazelwood Centre (Home to London Irish) 

Sunbury upon Thames

Fundraising Auction
Drinks Reception From 7pm

Carriages: Midnight
Dress: Evening wear



SALESIAN NEWSLETTER   Issue 5 3

Learn the Lingo Event
University of Surrey

When we arrived at the University 
of Surrey for the event, we were all 
shocked buy how big the Campus was 
and we couldn’t wait to get in there! 
We left the coach and were greeted by 
some student ambassadors who took 
us to our room. 

Firstly, we got to know our 
ambassadors Vicky and Olivia and the 
event leader Joe. Then we got to learn 
a bit of Greek and spelled our names 
with the Greek Alphabet. We got to try 
some German as well and did a great 
activity about numbers in German. 

The University treated us to an 
amazing lunch in the Campus 
cafeteria. There was a huge choice 
of different types of food. This was 
followed by a tour of the Campus 
which gave us a really good idea of 
what University life was like. The 
campus was huge and there was even 
a whole lake on-site! 

We did some French, Spanish 
and German translation skills and 
played Chinese Whispers to show 
how meaning can be changed as a 
message is passed on. 

After we left, my friends and I chatted 
about how fun it was, one of the best 
trips ever, hopefully we get to do 
more like that!  - Stevie Di P 

Year 8 Poetry
‘I Come From’ by James L 

I come from potato salad and chicken in breadcrumbs. 

I come from a loving childhood to a family unit.           

I come from Slovakia and England to understand two lovely cultures.  

I come from trembling in the dark to stepping firmly into the unknown.  

I come from snowy winters and rain trickling down my window.  

I come from Sunday roasts and English coasts.  

I ride hundreds of miles to finally settle in a loving, warm family environment.  

I come from a crawling baby learning the ways of the world to a young man 
making his family proud.  

I come from a toddler to a mature teenager planning his future.  

‘I Come From’ by Ollie B  

I come from fresh fish and Sunday roasts.  

I come from salts and herbs and chili flakes.  

I come from African soup and American beef burgers.  

I come from a place that some would call lucky, but others would not.  

I come from a British passport but a full suitcase ready.  

I come from coconut water and beautiful scenery 

I come from a white side and also a black.  

I come from being scared that no-one would accept me for being mixed race.  

I come from a loud community but also poor.  

I come from no one else but me. 

Gospel Workshop
All of  Year 8, and the Year 10 GCSE 
music students, were treated to a 
fantastic workshop from Gospel Touch 
Choir on the first day back after half 
term.

This fantastic choir perform across 
the world, and we were so lucky to 
welcome them to Salesian to share 
their talent with us. The workshops 
started with a performance from the 
choir, then students learnt a gospel 
arrangement of Stand By Me. It was 
fantastic to learn music in such a 
different way (with no scores) and we 
all thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
- Miss R. Clarey
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Careers Update
This term has been a particularly busy 
one for Careers. We’ve celebrated 
National Apprenticeship Week in 
February with apprentices from 
Meta (formerly Facebook), PWC and 
Ebury visiting the College to speak to 
students about their apprenticeships. 
National Careers Week has just 
finished and we were fortunate to 
have Engineers from McLaren pop by 
one lunchtime to talk to students in 
Years 7-11 about Careers in STEM. The 
students were very excited when they 
arrived in one of McLaren’s supercars! 

During National Careers Week, our 
very own Miss Murphy also shared 
her experience of working as a female 
in STEM for Citroen completing 
a Degree Apprenticeship. Finally, 
Business and Economic A-level 
students took part in two guest 
workshops hosted by Capgemini on 
‘Risk in Business’ and ‘How is climate 
change changing business operations 
globally’. Students were particularly 
interested to hear about how 
Capgemini advised the government 
on the implementation of the furlough 
scheme in 2020. 

Looking ahead to next term, we look 
forward to welcoming the Emergency 
Services, a BBC Sports Journalist 
and MCS Construction as part of our 
Inspire Speaker Programme.   
- Mrs L. Petheram

Work Experience
In June, Year 12 and Year 10 students 
are due to complete Work Experience. 
Year 12 will complete one week of 
work experience from Monday 20th-
Friday 24th June and Year 10 for one 
day on Monday 27th June. 

The experience is highly valuable to 
students enabling them to developing 
key employability skills and gain 
exposure to working in a professional 
environment whilst for Year 12, it may 
also help them stand out from other 
applicants when making university 
and apprenticeship applications at the 
beginning of Year 13. 

If you or anyone in your network 
could offer a work experience 
opportunity, please contact 
Lorraine Petheram (Careers Lead) 
lpetheram@salesian.surrey.sch.uk        

Freedom Fridays at 
College through Lent
Each Friday, during Lent, we have 
been focusing on how our choices 
in life impact on others, especially 
on the most vulnerable members of 
our society. We began the season 
with assemblies reflecting on the 
meaning of Lent and the three areas 
that our Wellbeing Ambassadors 
had highlighted as concerns among 
our students: the impact of our 
overconsumption of meat on the 
climate; the worsening situation in 
Ukraine; and the effect of cars on the 
quality of life in the College and the 
world. Lent is that precious time when 
we are invited to take a step back to 
see with fresh eyes. What better day 
to do this than on Friday, the day 
when our Lord died to give us a new 
opportunity for life.

The big positive was that we were all 
talking about these issues and having 
to respond. On each Friday, we shared 
information to support this reflection 
and discussion. Many positives came 
out of the days. The Café at College 
now has meat free options each day. 

The response to the ‘Freedom from 
Uniform Friday’ for our Salesian 

Schools and Orphanages in Ukraine 
raised over £700 which added to the 
£12000 already donated by Staff, 
parents and students. 

The ‘Freedom from the Car Friday’ 
was the warmest day this year and 
created a tremendous opportunity 
to open up the huge student car park 
for recreation and fun at breaks and 
lunchtime. We had groups playing 
badminton, volley ball, soft ball 
cricket, ‘keepie-upee’ football, and 
table tennis. Unfortunately, the 
space returned to being a car park on 
Monday but it gave the students an 
experience of the space and freedom 
they could have if they chose to use 
our outdoor space for the benefit of 
the whole student community, rather 
than a ¼ with cars. Many of our car-
driving students rose to the challenge 
and chose to come to College by foot, 
bike or public transport.

A big thank-you must go out to our 
wonderful staff. It was not possible 
for all staff not bring their cars; but it 
was so positive to see how many staff 
adjusted their daily routines to be 
such great examples to the students. 

The final and best one of our Freedom 
Fridays is nearly upon us: ‘Freedom 
from College Friday’ which happens 
at 12 pm on the 1st April. Whatever 
you choose to do with the change of 
pace that the holidays bring; I hope 
that it is a time of renewal, enjoyment 
and, particularly for all our College 
students, a time to prepare calmly for 
success in the exams that will soon be 
upon us.
- Fr K. O’Donnell, College Chaplain
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Earth Week
The first week back after the Easter 
holidays is Earth Week! To continue 
our whole school push to be as 
eco-friendly a school as possible, 
throughout this week, we will be 
celebrating our Earth. This will be 
done through a number of events and 
activities. 

This will include:
1. Tuesday 19th April
All Year 7s & 8s will be listening to a 
talk from a Greenpeace advocate. 

2. Wednesday 20th April
Meat-free canteen (almost a quarter 
of global greenhouse gas emissions, 
with livestock being the main 
contributor).

3. Thursday 21st April
Paper-free day!
Lower School PSHE will also be on the 
theme of sustainability and looking 
after our Earth.

4. Friday 22nd April
Officially World Earth Day! Another 
paper and meat free day.

There will also be an Earth Themed 
cake sale at lunch time in the yard to 
raise money for our school charities. 
Students can interpret the theme as 
they wish and there will be a prize for 
the most creative and beautiful bakes!

Any questions, please email pclarke@
salesian.surrey.sch.uk. 
- Mrs P. Clarke

SATROfest Challenge
On the 23rd March a group of  Year 
8s got the opportunity to go to the 
SATROfest challenge at the ACS 
Chobham international school. This 
was to inspire young people in STEM 
(Science, technology, Engineering & 
Maths) and careers for the future. 

A handful of students engaged in a 
range of activities including a bridge 
building challenge, creating hydrogen 
powered cars, making strong 
structures, creating one metre towers 
that can hold eggs and searching for 
where to drill for oil.

Overall, the trip has got students 
thinking about the importance of 
STEM careers and inspired them to 
aim high for the future 

- Mr O. Weedon

Positivity Pebbles
If you look closely enough, in the 
places you may not expect, a smile 
may await you in the form of a 
positivity pebble, designed and 
created by the wonderful Salesian 
compassion in action team. 

The team have been busy this half 
term trying to come up with ways of 
making people smile and encouraging 
people who may be having a difficult 
day. The idea behind the pebbles is 
that their bright designs and words 
of affirmation will encourage people 
to change their way of thinking or a 
least make them smile at a time in 
the day when they least expect to. 
Words of affirmation are words that 
communicate your love, appreciation, 
and respect for another person. 

They’re positive words and phrases 
used to uplift someone. What’s more, 
these compliments and words of 
encouragement don’t have to be said 
directly to the person. Hence the idea 
behind the pebbles. Why not try it for 
yourself and pop them in the most 
unexpected of places! 
- Mrs K. Hibbins-Durkin
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The Queen’s Green 
Canopy
On 10th March the students, 
represented by Catherine A, Miguel C, 
Hanna D and Ben D, with Mr Gower 
planted a British Cox’s Pippin apple 
tree at the front of the school.  This 
is an initiative created to mark Her 
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in June 
2022.  Everyone across the UK is being 
invited to plant trees from October 
2021 through to the end of the Jubilee 
year in 2022.

The Queen’s Green Canopy will create 
a network of individual trees, avenue, 
copses and whole woodlands in 
honour of The Queen’s service and the 
legacy she has built.  This will create 
a green legacy of its own, with every 
tree planted bringing benefits for 
people, wildlife and climate, now and 
for the future - Mrs P. Carr

Spring Concert 2022
Spring Concert 2022, A Night At The 
Movies! - Tuesday 29th March

We were thrilled to be able to finally 
have a live spring concert again after 
missing two years due to COVID. 
Nearly 100 students took part in the 
evening that had a theme of ‘A Night 
At The Movies’.

Our usual choirs (Junior Girls, Boys 
Choir, Senior Girls, Scholars and 
College Choir) all featured, as well 
as our new Salesian Sonix choir. 
In addition, we were treated to 
performances by our Ghanaian 
djembe drummers, jazz band, brass 
band, orchestra and ukulele group. 
The music performed was equally as 
varied, ranging from Harry Potter to 
James Bond to Saturday Night Fever!

The evening was also an opportunity 
to thank the five Year 13s taking part 
(Sophie, Ethan, Hannah, Lucas and 
Helen) for their huge contribution to 
the musical life of the school over the 
last seven years - they will be sorely 
missed. It was also Mr Goldberg’s 
last concert - we are so grateful for 
his work with his ensembles (and 
especially for agreeing to beatbox to 
help out Salesian Sonix!)

Perhaps the thing of which we 
are most proud, and grateful, was 
the money raised for Ukraine. A 
retiring collection held raised nearly 
£600 - thank you so much for your 
generosity. 

Things are never quiet for long in the 
music department - the day after 
the concert saw over 100 students 
audition for our upcoming musical 
in collaboration with the drama 
department - we look forward to 
seeing you there in July! - Miss R. Clarey


